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The Land is Now Ours!
  Since our last
  newsletter, the planned
gift to the Trust of just over six
acres of land has gone through
and we are now the owners
of it. The deed of gift has been
executed and the land is now in
our hands, with the Land Registry formalities remaining, which
we expect to have confirmation
of very soon.
The land in question is an area,
uncultivated, of acid grassland,
with some cover in the form of
gorse, brambles and small trees.
It runs along the north side of
the B1069 Tunstall to Snape
road, adjoining Blaxhall Great
Common to the east and Forestry Commission land to the
north.

Linnets were found nesting
the gorse bushes.

Barn Owls use the site as part of their hunting grounds.

The site holds classic Sandlings habitats like acid grassland and areas of gorse.

The intention - as agreed at a
public meeting held in the village hall in April in last year - is
to keep the land very much as it
is and to allow it to become ‘rewilded’ as a habitat for wildlife.
We intend in due course also to
allow open public access to the
land, for the enjoyment of local
residents and for visitors, once
work has been undertaken to
structures on the land to ensure
public safety. As soon as this has
been done, we will publicise the
availability of access. Watch this
space!

website: www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org.uk

  In August 2019 the land
  owner gave notice that
use of a site on Mill Common
(circled on the map above)
should cease to be used as an
allotment. This was followed
by a planning application to
build a four-bedroom detached
house with garage. The site is
surrounded by, and only accessible from common land, and
supports a range of protected
wildlife species. Along with the
Parish Council, the Blaxhall
Allotments Committee and a
number of residents, BCOST
objected to the proposed loss
of open space and harm to the
distinctive character of Mill
Common and the village. East
Suffolk Council’s ecologist recommended that ‘the proposal
is contrary to the requirements
of the National Planning Policy
Framework and Local Plan
policy and should therefore be
refused’, but the application
was withdrawn in December
before the council was able to
determine it. The Trust will be
keeping a close eye on developments.

Development at Mill Common

Litter Picks

The Trust carries out litter
picks twice a year, covering
two Commons and the roads
within the parish. Equipment
is provided by Suffolk Norse,
and available this spring on
March 28th and 29th to anyone
eager to come out and clear
our hedges. Please come along
this year- your gloves bags and
picker will be at Vine Cottage
opposite the Ship.
Any queries - contact Eve on
01728688648 or everossor@
gmail.com

A weekend of litter picking at the end of November produced a reduced amount of rubbish, but quite a lot of bits
of a car near the Red House Farm corner!

Remember Us In
Your Will
   As a small charity, gifts
   in wills (also known as
legacies) are invaluable to the
work that we do. We depend
on the generosity of people and
organisations that support us in
one way or another. We can supply further information if you
wish to contact the BCOS
Charity Secretary on everossor@
gmail.com

GREEN ACTIVITY
DATES FOR 2020

Litter Picks
Saturday 28 March
& Sunday 29 March
Start and finish in your own
time.
Practical Conservation
Remember you can help conserve the Blaxhall Great Common by joining Aleksander
Pogroszewski Suffolk Wildlife
Trust voluntary warden. Meeting is every second Saturday in
the month Sept to March. Contact Aleks on pogro57@gmail.
com for further information.
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