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Site name:

Stone Common

Site status:
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Weather conditions:
Biodiversity value:

Registered common land
TM 35789 57352
0.18 ha
13th March 2017
S. Bullion & J. Crighton
Wispy cloud, sunny, 11ᵒC
Low-medum
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Patch of dense gorse scrub in the center of site

Oak tree on eastern side of site
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View looking east across site showing bare ground, bracken patches and poor semi-improved
grassland
Habitat type(s):
Poor semi-improved grassland, scattered scrub, small orchard
Subsidiary habitats:
Mature tree, buildings, bare ground
Site description:
Stone Common is a small area of land lying between some residential buildings and a section of
allotments to the west of Rectory Road. Only a part of the common is registered (shown in
management map), but a larger area is designated as unregistered common. It is mostly short mown
grassland, but has some small patches of bracken and gorse. There are several fruit trees in the
center of the site (TN 1), many garden sheds and a worn track used by vehicles accessing the
surrounding houses. This space appears to be regularly used by the local residents. There is an
impressive mature oak tree (TN 2) in the north of the site, and the north of this, the common
becomes part of a garden enclosed by a “dead hedge” (TN 3).
Protected species seen or known:
Dunnock seen during the survey.
Protected species potential:
Grass snake, common lizard, bats
Priority habitats present:
Orchard
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Priority species seen or known:
West European hedgehog recorded to the north east on Rectory Road and on the track to the west of
the site (2014).
Priority species potential:
Connectivity:
Stone common has good connectivity to the west via allotments leading on to an area of scrubby
woodland which extends to the railway wildlife corridor in the north.
Structural diversity:
The structural diversity of this site overall is quite poor. Short mown grassland dominates the habitats
on site, but there are some subsidiary habitats on the boundaries which offer a variety of habitats on
a small scale.
Flora:
The grassland was very short mown and was not particularly floristically diverse. The verges on the
edges of the footpath and track had a combination of red dead nettle, chickweed, dove’s-foot crane’sbill and common field speedwell with patches of violet in the more shaded areas. The southern edge
of the track was dominated by bracken. Backing on to the allotments were patches of bracken, which
had formed a thick thatch. Some gorse and bramble were also present in these areas. The central
area of the site contained many garden sheds and a caravan, interspersed with lilac and fruit trees
creating a small orchard area. Some of the buildings central to the site were ivy clad.
Avifauna:
There is good garden bird interest in and around the site and many of the gardens contained bird
feeders. There are a number of mature trees outwith the site boundary which offer nesting potential.
Dunnocks, blue tits and robins were seen during the survey. The buildings, including garden sheds
covered with ivy could be used by nesting birds.
Invertebrates:
There are opportunities for invertebrates around fruit trees, ancient oak and bracken but limited in
the mown grassland. The bare ground within the site could offer potential habitat for ground nesting
wasps and bees. The allotments to the west of the site offer further opportunities.
Herpetofauna:
It is likely that common lizards are present on this site and the scrubby patches provide good basking,
foraging and refuge habitats. Grass snake may also be sighted within this area.
Mammals:
There are a number of hedgehog records in the immediate area and the combination of short mown
grassland, scrub and woodland to the west provides good foraging, nesting and hibernation
opportunities for them.
The older brick buildings within the site could provide roosting opportunities for bats.
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Comments and recommendations:
The area of unregistered common, which includes the roadside verge, is currently dominated by short
mown grass and no further recommendations are made for these areas.
In the registered common it is recommended that the current mowing regime of the grassland areas
with removal of cuttings should be continued.
It was noted that some of the gorse is becoming ‘leggy’ in places but this woody shrub responds to
well to coppicing with rapid regrowth. This can be undertaken with hand tools in winter.
The small patch of bracken will be suppressing the growth of other species, although the regular
mowing near this area will be limiting its spread. Reduction in bracken could be tackled by either
cutting or pulling the young bracken fronds by hand, wearing thick gloves. This treatment is most
effective when the bracken is at or near full frond and will need to be carried out over several years to
weaken the plant, which works only by sustained depletion of the underground rhizomes.
If there is a thick thatch beneath the bracken this would need to be removed by raking off and piling
up in a corner on site. Eventually grasses will return which can be managed by mowing and if there
are still native flowers in the seed bank these might start to reappear.
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